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RESOLUTION


Resolution No. 13-03
PATRON:
G. Mark Gibb




Executive Director


DATE:
October 25, 2012

reQUEST to designate the POTOMAC, ANACOSTIA AND

OCCOQUAN RIVERS as the “M-495 marine highway crossing”

WHEREAS, Interstates 95, 395, and 495 vehicular corridors in Virginia and Indian Head Highway in Maryland operate at or near capacity; and

WHEREAS, one-quarter of Virginia Railway Express (VRE) trains operate at capacity and 90 percent of VRE parking lots are full; and 

Whereas, up to 20,000 military personnel have been relocated in Northern Virginia due to the 2005 Base Re-Alignment and Closure (BRAC) Act, for which Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) is involved in coordinating a regional response; and

WHEREAS, because of the relocation of military personnel, there will be substantial impacts to the Northern Virginia area including increased congestion, emissions, energy consumption, landside infrastructure maintenance costs, and safety and system resiliency due to an incident of regional significance; and

Whereas, affected military sites in the metropolitan area include Fort Belvoir and Marine Corps Base Quantico in Virginia on the Potomac River, Naval Support Facility Indian Head in Maryland on the Potomac River, and the Navy Yard in Naval District Washington on the Anacostia River; and

WHERAS, Joint Force Headquarters National Capital Region has identified various demand management strategies including transit (which can include ferry) to reduce single occupancy vehicles by 30 percent; and

WHEREAS, NVRC facilitates a ferry stakeholder committee consisting of the City of Alexandria, Virginia; Town of Indian Head, Maryland; Charles County, Maryland; Town of Quantico, Virginia; Office of Prince William County (Virginia) Supervisor Frank Principi; Office of Intermodal Planning and Investment of the Secretary of Transportation, Virginia; U.S. DOT/ Maritime Administration; and District Department of Transportation; and

Whereas, a commuter ferry on the Potomac, Anacostia and Occoquan Rivers would offer another transit option to civilian and military personnel, connecting to landside transit options and alleviating traffic congestion (and other related impacts cited above) on Interstates 95, 395 and 495, Route 1, and Indian Head Highway; and

Whereas, a commuter ferry on the Potomac, Anacostia and Occoquan Rivers would offer morning and evening north-south service from the Town of Occoquan and City of Alexandria to Washington, D.C., and a regularly scheduled east-west service between Maryland and Virginia for both civilian and military personnel;

Resolution No. 13-03, continued

October 25, 2012
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northern Virginia Regional Commission will request the U.S. Secretary of Transportation to designate the Potomac, Anacostia, and Occoquan Rivers as the “M-495 Marine Highway Crossing” under America’s Marine Highway Program (Final Rule, MARAD-2010-0035, dated April 9, 2010).
certification

The undersigned certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted at a legally convened meeting of the Northern Virginia Regional Commission on October 25, 2012.

______________________________________

G. Mark Gibb, Certifying Officer
